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NOTICE OF PREPARATION of a 

DRAFT FOCUSED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT for the  
DEL MAR HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL REBUILD PROJECT 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Del Mar Union School District is preparing a Focused Environmental Impact report 
for the proposed Del Mar Heights Elementary School Rebuild Project, as described below. 

DATE:  March 1, 2021 

TO:  Agencies, Organizations and Interested Parties 

PROJECT TITLE:  Del Mar Heights Elementary School Rebuild Project; SCH # 2020029070 

LEAD AGENCY:  Del Mar Union School District 

PROJECT LOCATION:  13555 Boquita Dr in San Diego (APN 301-0500-700); cross street: Cordero Rd. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  Del Mar Union School District (District) plans to fully redesign and reconstruct the Del Mar 
Heights School.  The capacity will be reduced by one classroom (approximately 24 students), buildings will be limited 
to one story with low slope roofs, and access to the school will remain via Boquita Drive. 

On May 12, 2020, the District approved a Mitigated Negative Declaration and approved the project.  The approvals 
were challenged (Save the Field v. Del Mar Union School District, Case No. 37-2020-00020207-CU-TT-CTL) and the 
court ruled on December 22, 2020 that three issues required further assessment: 1) Assess the potential impact to 
Southern Maritime Chaparral habitat and any endangered plant species caused by proposed modification to 
stormwater outfall pipes. 2) Assess the potential impact of construction noise on adjacent residential sensitive 
receptors. 
 
A third issue of potential traffic impacts caused by the proposed construction of new stairs and ADA ramp at the 
southern tip of the campus was resolved by the Board’s removal of these components from the project at its meeting 
on January 19, 2021.  At its meeting on February 11, 2021, the Board approved proceeding with the preparation of a 
Focused Environmental Impact Report to analyze the outstanding issues identified by the court.  At its meeting on 
February 24, 2021, the Board vacated its Resolution No. 2020-13 certifying the Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
vacated the approval of the project.  
 
WRITTEN COMMENTS: The purpose of this notice is to request input from the public and all affected agencies 
regarding the scope and content of the environmental information that needs to be included in the environmental 
impact report.  Due to the time limits mandated by state law, please send your response at the earliest possible date 
but not later than March 30, 2021, at 5:00 pm.  We will need the name for a contact person in your agency or 
organization.  

 

Send Responses to: Del Mar Union School District 
Catherine Birks, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services 
11232 El Camino Real 
San Diego, CA  92130 

http://www.dmusd.org/


 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: From March 1, 2021, to March 30, 2021 by 5:00 pm. 

 

DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY:  The NOP and other supporting environmental documents are available for public review 
at the following locations: 

• District Offices:  11232 El Camino Real, San Diego, CA 92130.  The NOD is available to the general public at the 
District’s main office located at the address above.  Due to the COVID-19 crisis, however, the records will also 
be available on the District’s website at https://www.dmusd.org/Page/8854.  In the event there are any 
difficulties accessing these documents, or questions regarding their availability, interested parties may contact 
the District’s representative, Catherine Birks at cbirks@dmusd.org, 858-755-9301 x3671. 

• On the District’s website: https://www.dmusd.org/Page/8854 
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7. Biological Resources- the MND failed to address the Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve’s many 
sensitive animal and plant species, some federally-endangered. The close proximity to the Reserve 
requires special care regarding Light, Noise and Storm water runoff, in order to prevent negative 
impacts. The construction and additional permanent impervious surfaces will negative impact the 
environment by causing heat islands and runoff problems for the sensitive reserve below. 

8. Lighting-the MND doesn’t adequately address the impact and significance of light pollution on the 
surrounding sensitive area. 

9. Transportation and Traffic-the MND studied the impact of temporarily housing the Del Mar Heights’ 
students at Del Mar Hills Academy and Ocean Air. It didn’t study the traffic impact on the streets 
surrounding Del Mar Heights School. The superintendent acknowledged the Traffic Safety concerns 
surrounding Del Mar Heights to the City of San Diego. See attached memo. 

10. The proposed rebuild plan lacks a timed Evacuation Study. This study is essential for the safety of the 
students, staff and community members. Fourteen percent of Del Mar Heights’ students are disabled. 
Many residents living near the school are elderly. The district removed the ADA compliant ramp on 
Mira Montana to avoid studying the Traffic. That eliminates Mira Montana Drive as an Off Campus 
Evacuation/Assembly Location. See The Comprehensive School Safety Plan attached. 

11. Aesthetics- Many community members enjoy the public views of the ocean and scenic vistas from Mira 
Montana Drive on their daily walks. For some, the ritual trek is multiple times per day to soak in the 
fresh air and beauty of the nature. The rebuild plans will obscure/block many of the views from the 
sidewalk on Mira Montana Drive.  

12. Recreation-The district says the rebuild will have no negative impact to the community. If there was no 
negative impact, why did the district spend $993,048 to replace the Del Mar Heights baseball field to 
accommodate Little League Junior/Senior Baseball at Torrey Hills School?  Elementary school age 
children don’t play Junior/Senior Baseball. 

 
In summary, a Full Environmental Impact Report is required for Del Mar Union School District to comply with 
CEQA and uphold their commitment to build a safe and responsible school for the community.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rosanna Alvarado-Martin 
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 March	14,	2019	
	
Barbara	Bry	
Council	President	Pro	Tem,	District	1	
City	Administration	Building	
202	C	Street,	MS	#10A	
San	Diego,	California	92101	
	
Re:	 Traffic	Study	and	Analysis	for	Del	Mar	Heights	Road	
	
Dear	Ms.	Bry:	
	
The	Del	Mar	Union	School	District	(DMUSD)	has	received	substantial	public	input	from	the	local	community	
regarding	vehicular	traffic	on	Del	Mar	Heights	Road	west	of	Interstate	5	and	its	negative	effect	on	the	safety	
of	drivers,	pedestrians	and	bicyclists	including	DMUSD	students,	parents	and	employees.		In	response	to	
these	strong	public	safety	concerns,	DMUSD	requests	that	the	City	of	San	Diego	place	a	very	high	priority	
on	conducting	the	necessary	studies	and	analysis	and	implementing	traffic	calming	measures	which	will	
improve	safety	of	the	drivers,	pedestrians	and	bicyclists	on	or	near	Del	Mar	Heights	Road	west	of	Interstate	
5.	
	
DMUSD	serves	nearly	4500	K-6	students	 in	 the	City	of	San	Diego	Communities	of	Torrey	Pines,	Torrey	
Highlands,	Carmel	Valley,	Pacific	Highlands	Ranch	and	the	City	of	Del	Mar.		We	anticipate	that	the	results	
of	a	traffic	study	and	related	traffic	calming	will	materially	improve	safety	for	driving,	walking	and	biking	
at	the	Districts’	two	schools	with	access	off	Del	Mar	Heights	Road	west	of	Interstate	5:		Del	Mar	Heights	
School	located	at	13555	Boquita	Drive;	and	Del	Mar	Hills	Academy	located	at	14085	Mango	Drive.		Both	
schools	serve	students	from	the	City	of	Del	Mar	and	the	City	of	San	Diego.		
	
Del	Mar	Heights	Road	is	the	major	route	through	the	community	leading	to	many	of	our	eight	schools.		Also,	
other	 community	 resources	 such	 as	 recreation	 centers	 and	 libraries	need	 safe	 connectivity	 to	Del	Mar	
Heights	Road	on	both	sides	of	Interstate	5.		We	support	a	project	that	encourages	active	transportation,	
safe	routes	to	schools,	traffic	calming,	bicycle	safety,	future	transit	and	streets	that	are	safe	for	all,	including	
students	and	seniors.		
	
DMUSD	strongly	supports	immediate	action	by	the	City	of	San	Diego	to	address	the	concerns	of	our	local	
community	regarding	traffic	safety	on	Del	Mar	Heights	Road	west	of	Interstate	5.			
	
If	 you	 have	 any	 questions,	 please	 contact	 me	 at	 858-755-9301	 ext.	 3699	 or	 by	 email	 at	
hmcclurg@dmusd.org.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
	
Holly	McClurg,	Ph.D.	
Superintendent	
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